October 2009
	Teacher

	
	


Dear Teacher, 
I am conducting a study titled “Engaging Transnational Citizens: A Comparative Study of Citizenship Teaching”.  The purpose of the study is to learn about citizenship education in secondary schools that serve many students from immigrant backgrounds (immigrant, migrant, refugee, second generation, bicultural). I am interested in how schools in differing Western democracies with culturally diverse populations think about and teach students about citizenship at the local, community, national, regional, and global levels.  I am a professor of education at Emory University in Atlanta, USA.  I am currently a visiting fellow in the Department of Education at the University of Oxford.  Over the next six months I would like to visit several selected schools in the Netherlands to learn how they address the area of citizenship education.  

I am inviting teachers of citizenship-related subjects to participate in the study. My study includes teacher interviews and some classroom observations.  I would conduct the interviews and make the observations at your convenience. The interviews would explore your teaching philosophy as it relates to citizenship, multiculturalism, and teaching citizenship-related topics to students from diverse backgrounds. If possible, I would like to audio-record the interviews so that I can most accurately expand notes that I take during the interview.  However, if you prefer, I can use my notes only, without making an audio recording. The interview would last no more than 50 minutes, and would take place in a classroom or a designated public area in the school building. I would like to observe classes as they are normally conducted and I would not interfere with the regular interactions in class. As the observer, I would silently take hand written field notes of my observations. I will focus on the topics that are discussed and the approach that the teacher uses. I would like to make two or three observations over the course of the school year, at your and the school’s convenience. 

You can ask me questions about the study—in person, on the telephone, or via email—before deciding if you would like to participate. Potential benefits from this study may include: 1) insights into effective citizenship education  2) specific feedback from this research may be shared with teachers and staff at your school either in person or in writing. Although no direct benefit may result from this study, you and the teachers may be prompted to reflect upon your/their teaching, pedagogy, and perceptions about education’s effects on students’ civic engagement and identity-formation. I hope you will be willing to participate in this study. 

I will take a number of steps to ensure the school and your privacy and confidentiality. The school and teachers will be assigned pseudonyms that will be utilized in the transcription of observations and interviews. Information from observations and interviews will be kept strictly confidential, will be stored in a password-protected computer, will be available only to the research team, and will be destroyed at the conclusion of the study.  No personal data will be collected. Participation is voluntary and you may decline to answer questions or can completely withdraw from the study at any time. There are no foreseeable risks involved in this research.  Attached please find the form I will be providing to read and sign if you are willing to participate in the study. 

As the principal researcher, I am happy to answer any questions you might have about the study.  I can be reached in the UK at 0782-605-8469 or at my email address chahn@learnlink.emory.edu If you have a concern about any aspect of this project, please speak to me and I will do my best to answer your concerns. 

Thank you for your consideration and I look forward to seeing you soon.

Sincerely,
Carole L. Hahn
Carole L. Hahn

Charles Howard Candler Professor of Educational Studies
Division of Educational Studies, Emory University, Atlanta, GA 30322 USA



2009 Visiting Fellow, Department of Educational Studies, University of Oxford, 15 Norham Gardens, Oxford, UK
Tel  0782-605-8469

chahn@learnlink.emory.edu
Consent Form

October, 2009

Dear Teacher: 

Please read the following and sign below. A second copy of this form is provided for your records. 

Professor Carole Hahn is conducting a study titled “Engaging Transnational Citizens: A Comparative Study of Citizenship Teaching”.  The purpose of the study is to learn how schools serving students with immigrant backgrounds teach about citizenship at the local, community, national, European, and global levels.  If you agree, you will be asked to participate in an interview asking about your beliefs on teaching and learning in citizenship-related classes. The interview will be audio-recorded (unless you prefer that no audio recording be made). This study will also entail observations of your citizenship-related classes. Observations will focus on the content taught, class discussions and other approaches used. The observer will not interfere with regular class routines and interactions. Before agreeing to participate, you will have an opportunity to ask questions about the study. 

Please understand that your participation is voluntary and that all responses will be kept strictly confidential. Your responses will have no effect on your professional evaluations. You may decline to answer questions or completely withdraw from the study at any time. With procedures to ensure anonymity in place, there are no foreseeable risks involved in this research. The personal benefits of participation include reflective data on your teaching, whereas the collective research study will serve other educators teaching citizenship education. 
Below please tick the appropriate space for the parts of the study that you agree to participate in. Your signature on this form will indicate your consent for participation for those parts you have marked. 
____I have read the participant information sheet, had the opportunity to ask questions about the study, and have received satisfactory answers to questions and any additional details requested.

____ I understand that I may withdraw from the study without penalty at any time by advising the researcher of this decision. 

_____I understand that this project has been reviewed by, and received ethics clearance through the University of Oxford Central University Research Ethics Committee.

_____I understand that no personal data will be collected and that all interview and observation transcripts will be stored in a password protected computer and destroyed at the end of the project. 
____ I agree to participate in classroom observations.

____ I agree to participate in individual interviews that will be audio recorded 

____I agree to participate in individual interviews but not to be audio recorded. 
OR

____ I do not agree to participate in the research project.

_______________________________________________________

____
Teacher Name (print)








Date

______________________________________________________




Teacher Signature










_______________________________________________________

_____

Researcher









Date
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Carole Hahn,  Charles Howard Candler Professor of Educational Studies
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